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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, 
How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter 
"N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories 
from the instructions.   
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name:  ________ First Bank of Hilo Ltd.___ 
Other names/site number: _ First Bank of Hilo, Ltd.–Hāmākua Branch Building/Bank of 

Hawaiʻi (from 1922 to 1927)/TMK: (3) 4-5-006: 014 parcel 4 ________ 
Name of related multiple property listing:  

Historical and Architectural Resources of Honoka‘a Town, Hāmākua District, Hawai‘i 
Island, Hawaiʻi 

      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number: 45-3490 Māmane Street, Unit G  
City or town: _Honokaʻa___________ State: Hawaiʻi____ County: _Hawaiʻi___________  
Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification   
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this        nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property ___  meets___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      
 ___national                  _ __statewide           _X__local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  
_X__A             ___B           _X__C           ___D         
 

 
    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 
______________________________________________ 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
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In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register 
criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 
 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  
 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  
 

 Public – Local 
 

 Public – State  
 

 Public – Federal  
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 Category of Property 
 (Check only one box.) 

 
 Building(s) 

 
 District  

 
 Site 

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
_____1________   ______3_______  buildings 

(Botelho Building and Garage on separate nomination) 
 

_____________   _____________  sites 
 
_____________   _____________  structures  
 
_____________   _____________  objects 
 
______1_______   _______3_______  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _________ 
  

X
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____________________________________________________________________________ 
6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 COMMERCE/TRADE/financial institution/bank 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 COMMERCE/TRADE/restaurant 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 
 
 
 

7. Description  
 

 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 OTHER/Plantation____ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
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Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: Foundation: posts and piers; Walls: wood; 

Roof: corrugated metal 
 
 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The First Bank of Hilo Building in Honokaʻa is a single story commercial building which sits on 
a portion of a larger 1.05 acre, sloping lot on the makai side of Māmane Street. The building is 
located on a street lined with commercial structures and contributes to the retail-office character 
of the town’s downtown core. The façade is characterized by a false front with a modillion-like 
bracketed cornice and a corrugated metal, pent-roofed awning over the sidewalk mounted above 
the commercial level. The 4,000 square foot building follows a rectangular plan, with a front-
facing, corrugated metal gable roof behind the false front. A similarly clad, shed-roofed addition 
is to the rear of the building. The building sits on a post and pier foundation with vertical slat 
aprons running down the sides. At the front, the building is flush with the sidewalk. The building 
features double wall construction with vertical tongue-and-groove exterior walls on the sides, 
while the façade and rear are finished with shiplap siding. The building is in good condition and 
retains its integrity of location, design, materials, setting, craftsmanship, feeling and association. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
Exterior 
The First Bank of Hilo Ltd. Building is located on a downward sloping, 1.05-acre lot. The lot 
itself contains four structures: two eligible commercial edifices known as the First Bank of Hilo 
Building (1910/1922) and the larger Botelho Building and Garage (1927) on Māmane Street, a 
recently constructed building between the two (which will not be included in this nomination), 
and a makai residence (which will not be included in this nomination) on Koa Street (1938). The 
lot is a parallelogram in shape. This nomination is focused on the First Bank of Hilo Building 
only. 
 
The First Bank of Hilo Building’s façade abuts Māmane Street and is separated from the street 
by a wood sidewalk that surmounts the original concrete sidewalk. The sidewalk is accessed by 
two concrete steps from the Waipiʻo side of the building and by a wood ramp on the Hilo side. 
An ʻōhiʻa hitching-post/railing with four posts runs along the sidewalk, further demarcating the 
building from the road. The building is four bays wide, and houses a single commercial unit in a 
large open space, which at this time houses a restaurant and bar. The building’s two end bays 
have fixed windows, each of two horizontal panes. The two center bays each contain doors. The 
Waipiʻo-side doorway has a set of double doors, each of two panes with a panel below. The 
Hilo-side doorway has a single-hinged door of similar design. The shed-roofed awning over the 
sidewalk is structurally supported by six wooden brackets.  
 
The Hilo-side of the First Bank of Hilo has three sets of apertures. Photographs from 1936 do not 
show any openings (which makes sense considering this 1910 wooden structure was once a 
financial institution). Ventilation was undoubtedly a consideration as photographs from the 
1960s-1970s show two openings with awning windows. (These windows do not affect the 
historic integrity of the building.) The third aperture (not visible in public viewing space) is a 
double-set of louvered windows within the Hilo-side of the shed-roofed extension on the back of 
the building.  
 
The Waipiʻo side of the First Bank of Hilo has three sets of apertures. The mauka-most features 
two sets of what were once windows that might have been re-engineered into four awning 
windows (see photograph bottom of page 26). The second aperture is a single double-hung 
window which now looks into the adjacent non-contributing new structure. The third aperture 
was once a double-hung window but now is simply screened and presents a view into the 
adjacent non-contributing building. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS: LAURA RUBY (2016) 

 
Left: eight of these public-space interior window (such as the Hilo-side window pictured) and 
door frames are historical wood framing possibly bought from a Sears, Roebuck & Co. or another 
similar catalog in the early 20th century. Right: the two exceptions are the mid-20th century 
adaptive reuse of similar wood materials used for the Hilo-side front door and the (pictured) 
mauka Waipiʻo-side window frames which have similar framing but without the corner 
medallions.) 
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First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. historic windows and doors are demarked by red rectangles. The four 
Waipiʻo-side awning windows and the one Hilo-side door which can be also viewed from the 
public space have no exact historic dates, but appear in photographs from the 1960s-1970s. 
 

 
The makai-side of the First Bank of Hilo Building is the most complex portion of the structure. 
The main building’s back gable roof with traditional air vent, maximizes heat dissipation in the 
main building. A shed-roof extension was appended below the gable. Most of the shed-roof 
extension also employs the same shiplap cladding as the front façade and the back gable of the 
main building. The shed extension has been altered in efforts to create more useful space inside 
the building, and its components were probably repaired/replaced due to its position facing 
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prevailing winds and rain. Beginning on the Hilo side, T1-11 siding has been employed to 
enclose the top landing of a wooden staircase leading to the ground. A five-paneled wooden door 
with original knob leads outside. Six pane single-hung sash windows have remained both parallel 
to these wooden stairs and on the Hilo-most-side of the back main wall. Two adjacent sets of 
double-hung windows have been removed from the center of the makai wall and replaced with 
two vertical columns of jalousie glass. Further to the Waipiʻo-side, the makai wall itself has been 
added to, using tongue-and-groove materials and a single double-hung window replaced with a 
column of jalousies. Most toward Waipiʻo, plywood has been employed and a sheet of plexiglass 
(with a diamond-shaped pattern) shields an outdoor lanai. Wooden stairs from the lanai lead to 
the ground.  
 
The understory of the building consists mostly of crawlspace with a dirt floor and a maximum 
ceiling height of approximately 7 feet on the makai side. The main floor above is supported by 
posts and piers resting directly on rocks placed on the ground. The space is enclosed by a vertical 
wood skirt on the three sides away from the street, except for a small, concrete-floored, storage 
space placed against the makai edge of the building envelope. This storage-space wall is of 
board-and-batten construction, inexpertly built, featuring an original wood-framed, sliding 
window of six panes. 
 

 
PHOTOGRAPH: LAURA RUBY (2015) 

 
The understory of the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. Showing the posts and piers sitting on 
natural/native stones on a dirt floor. 
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Interior  
 The front doors open on a large open room that comprises the main public space of the business 
occupying the building. The room retains its original fir floor, but its walls are now finished with 
knotty-pine tongue and groove paneling. An interior girt runs around the room, just below the 
mid-line of the front windows. Two sets of single-pane, awning windows are located along the 
Waipiʻo (west) side of the room. Each set is stacked two-high. Three repurposed windows that 
were once double-hung, one on the Waipiʻo side and two on the Hilo side, reflect elaborate 
woodwork on their frames, including vertical grooves the length of the frame perimeters and 
disks at the corners. The ceiling of the room is divided into four “quadrants” by four horizontal 
beams of differing thicknesses supported by a central column. Three of the four quadrants 
(clockwise 1, 2 and 4) retain the original ceiling woodwork. 
  
While the rear areas of the building have been remodeled, the room now utilized for kitchen 
(ovens) retains its original walls, ceiling, and two elaborate window frames (of the same style as 
those in the public space).  
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________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 
 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

  

 
  

 
  

x
 

 

 
  

 
  

 
  

X
  

x
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
ECONOMICS________  
ARCHITECTURE_____ 
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
1910-1927–building used for banking 
1927-1966–multiple commercial uses including U.S. Soil Conservation Service, Edith 

Fujimoto Dress Shop, and Miura Tailor Shop  
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 1910–First Bank of Hilo, Ltd.–Hāmākua Branch opened 
 1922–First Bank of Hilo, Ltd.–Hāmākua Branch merged with Bank of Hawaiʻi 
 1927–building moved to present location 

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 __N/A_________________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder 
 __Unknown_________ 
 ___________________  
 ___________________
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
The First Bank of Hilo Ltd.–Hāmākua Branch is eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places on the local level under Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture). 
 
The First Bank of Hilo Ltd. building is significant at the local level under National Register 
Criteria A in the areas of Economics and Architecture. The bank was established on the TMK: 
(3) 4-5-016: 010 property, in 1910 in a wood-framed building. The First Bank of Hilo Ltd. is a 
significant reflection of the commercial development of Honokaʻa as an important, early 
twentieth-century trade center for the local (sugar) plantation workers, cattle ranchers, and coffee 
growers and store owners as an illustration of the efforts of immigrants through a banking 
institution to make a place for themselves in the local island economy.  
 
The Bank of Hawaiʻi’s Hāmākua Branch Building is significant at the local level under Criterion 
C as a good example of a Territorial Era commercial building constructed in a rural community 
on the island of Hawaiʻi during the early years of the twentieth century. It is typical of its period 
in its use of materials, method of construction, craftsmanship, and design. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
Criterion A (Events/History): 
 
Historical Events 
 
Three factors influenced the initial village location of Honokaʻa, a crossroads in the 1880s 
through the end of the 19th century: (1) the landing at Haina, one of the few areas along the shore 
with direct access to the sea, fostered the development of a sugar mill (and employment) 
immediately downslope of what became Honokaʻa; (2) the establishment of the first wagon road 
(i.e. Government Road) that crossed the Hāmākua District, built mauka of the coast to lessen 
construction difficulties, concentrated overland travel within a narrow corridor; (3) and also, the 
purchase of a grant and location of a residence by William Rickard, who managed Honokaʻa 
Sugar Company (the most successful of the early sugar plantations in Hāmākua), focused activity 
along a specific section of that wagon road. 
 
Honokaʻa is a town where the opportunities for the present and future are incubated in its historic 
past. While homesteading, ranching, coffee, and macadamia nuts were important to the area 
economy, the town’s history is most directly associated with the establishment of Hawaiʻi’s 
sugar industry. The impetus for the development of Honokaʻa Town rested with the influx of 
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early immigrant workers (1860-1900) brought in as laborers on the sugar plantations after the 
expiration of their labor contracts.  
 
Other entrepreneurial immigrants not bound by plantation labor contracts arrived. There were 
successive waves of immigrants from Europe and New England, China, Portugal (Madeira and 
the Azores), Japan, Korea, Philippines, and other countries gave individuals the opportunity to 
seek new employment opportunities. Small, independent stores outside the plantation economy 
hegemony developed as the norm in rural areas throughout the Hawaiian Islands of the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries. Contrary to popular myth, the entrepreneurs who founded these 
companies often came to Hawaiʻi with mercantile experience gained in the old country or had 
acquired such skills working in stores run by the plantations themselves. Establishment of a 
business by an entrepreneur required capital, and First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. was a leading 
institution. First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. (1910, chartered in 1901), People’s Bank (chartered in 1916), 
and and Bank of Hawaiʻi (1922) were established in Honokaʻa. Banks were life-lines needed to 
grow a town. They collected money bring capital in to town, and then lent it out. If a community 
were to grow beyond a certain level money needed to be collected for investment and to build 
businesses. 
 
Another factor was the economic and population growth that occurred as Hāmākua plantations 
consolidated and expanded, creating greater cane yields from massive infrastructure projects 
such as the Upper (1907) and Lower (1910) Hāmākua (Irrigation) Ditches and requiring 
additional labor to function. Changes in plantation technologies, including the introduction and 
use of trucks, ended the isolation of most plantation workers at their work sites. The new 
concentration of plantation housing into larger camps brought economies of scale, which 
facilitated improved standards of living and provided a place where different ethnic groups could 
socialize. The desire of plantation employees for further goods and services unavailable within 
the plantation hegemony led those potential customers to towns such as Honokaʻa. 
 
Still another factor was the potential arrival of the Hilo Railway into Honokaʻa which on focused 
land speculation and building construction on the Hilo side of town. Apparently Judge Manuel S. 
Botelho thought it best to buy a large property fronting on Māmane Street with the makai rear of 
the property immediate to the proposed railroad terminus. Unfortunately, financial strains caused 
by high construction costs through the rough topography of Hāmākua bankrupted the rail 
company and the line never reached beyond Paʻauilo, seven miles away. But the continued 
expansion of public services in Honokaʻa, including courts, a library, and schools on the Hilo 
side of town, was a distinct economic advantage for the town’s economy over those of other 
villages nearby, and brought educated workers to the town.  
 
A series of government road building projects in the 1920s led to the development of more direct 
routes between Honokaʻa and Waimea. Peripheral communities such as Kukuihaele further north 
were by-passed. Where Lehua Street crossed Māmane Street and Pakalana Street met Māmane 
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became major intersections in Honokaʻa. Development of Honokaʻa then focused between these 
two points. 
 
Property Histories  
 
The Fist Bank of Hilo, Ltd. building resided on two properties. The short history is as follows 
(please see Table of Property Transfers [pp. 77-79] for more detailed information). In the 1840s 
and 1850s the western educated and progressive King Kamehameha III, under pressure from 
foreign residents, and to assure that the dwindling population of Native Hawaiians retained land 
as an asset, instituted the Mahele or “Portioning” (Jon Chinen, The Great Mahele, 1958). The 
Mahele introduced western style property ownership to the Kingdom, with all property formerly 
owned by the King distributed first to the crown, then the aliʻi, and finally the makaʻāinana or 
common people. On November 8, 1857 during the distribution to the makaʻāinana, King 
Kamehameha IV awarded the 11.25-acre Land Commission Award (LCA) 7851 and Royal 
Patent Grant 7039 in Haina Ahupuaʻa fronting the Government Road in Honokaʻa to Kawi (also 
spelled Kaiwi) for $2. (Both: Bureau of Conveyances, Land Commission Award, Book 4, p. 618; 
and Hawaiʻi Sugar Planters Association, Hāmākua Coast Map Book–Cane Field 19 map, July 
1912, n.p., Honokaʻa, Hawaiʻi). 
 
The property was sold to Samuel Parker and then a portion of the property was sold from Parker 
to John T. Baker. In 1910 Baker leased the property to the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd.; and the bank 
was established in the wood-framed building on this property in 1910. (see page 81, Addendum 
B) 
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February 15, 1910 deed from Mrs. J.A. Paakiki to Alice Spencer in Papaanui Ahupuaʻa.  
(TMK (3) 4-5-006: 014 property) 
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November 26, 1910 lease between John T. Baker and First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. (TMK: (3) 4-5-
016: 010 The Bureau of Conveyances Liber 837/462 Deed from Grantors the Estate of John T. 
Baker to the Grantee Bank of Hawaiʻi, Ltd., August 25. 1926 for the portion of the property 
described as Royal Patent Grant 7039, Land Commission Award 7851 originally to Kawi. 

 
Sometime between 1922 and 1927, the bank building was moved to the Botelho property where 
it sits today. In 1857, this Royal Patent Grant 2465 property in Papaanui Ahupuaʻa initially 
passed from Kamehameha IV to Olepau et al and then to daughter Aulike Paakiki and to Alice 
Spencer. This property became the Spencer Tract in 1920. Also in 1920 Alice and Samuel 
Spencer sold lots 1-4 and 13-16 to Manuel S. Botelho. Later this property passed through family 
hands from Mary Botelho (wife), to Mary and Thelma Olival (daughter), to the Olival Estate and 
Botelho Properties, Inc. today. (see page 78-79, Addendum B) 
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First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. Building History 
 

 
 

1914 Honokaa map by Japanese National Nekketsu Takei (Hawaii Ichiran) shows the 
proliferation of Japanese retailing activities as well as the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. Honokaʻa 
population at that time was approximately 400. Māmane Street runs horizontally across the map. 

 
First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. building has evidenced creative adaptive reuse. The bank building has 
had both a single-occupant and a double-occupant interior, and has had many occupants—First 
Bank of Hilo, Ltd. (in its earliest location shown in the map above), and Bank of Hawaiʻi (doing 
business in both early and current locations between 1922 and 1927). Then it was Judge Manuel 
S. Botelho’s law office. Other Botelho property tenants since the move have included the U.S. 
Soil Conservation Service, Edith Fujimoto Dress Shop, Miura Tailor Shop, Hāmākua Sports Bar, 
and The Landing, among others. 
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1921 deed from Alice K. Spencer to M.S.Botelho (second page continued below) 
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From this August 19, 1927 Hilo Tribune-Herald newspaper article it appears that the wood-
framed bank building remained in situ until just before the new concrete building was begun–
about six years having lapsed as Bank of Hawaiʻi business was conducted in the wood-framed 
building. For a short time during the dismantling and construction period the “Old Honokaa 
Club” served as the bank quarters. 
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              HAWAIʻI COUNTY FIELD BOOK  

 
The Botelho plot plan drawn c. 1938. The construction date of the “Old Shop Office” is 
mistakenly written as “Built in 1927.” However, this is the date that the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. 
building was placed on the property. 
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                           REVISED HAWAIʻI COUNTY FIELD BOOK (2016) 
 

This nomination is for the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd.(red). The Botelho Building and Garage (green) 
will be a separate nomination. There are three non-contributing newer structures (blue). The fire 
exits and stairs are not historic but are mandated (yellow). (A 2016 Google Map overlay was used 
to  clarify these present day structures on the property.) 

The non-contributing new structure adjacent to the Waipiʻo side of the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. 
abuts the First Bank building, but is structurally independent of the First Bank. It is of very recent 
origin (2011-2015). It does not compromise the historic integrity of the First Bank building. 

 
Window and Hitching Post Alteration History 
 
The First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. building when viewing it from Māmane Street has remained almost 
as it was in 1910, with the exception of a hitching post/safety railing and windows inserted on 
the Hilo and Waipiʻo sides. These do not compromise the historic integrity of the First Bank 
building. 
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       LYMAN MUSEUM 

Looking Waipiʻo: though this photo is not of the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd., it shows the htiching 
posts that were prevalent in the early twentieth century in Honokaʻa Town.The hitching post was 
a tradition at Lawson’s Department Store (to the right in this photo), and presumably elsewhere 
on Māmane Street. (c. 1922) 
 

 
              SAKATA ART STUDIO 

 
Looking Hilo: Judge Manuel S. Botelho moved the wood-framed bank building sometime 
between 1922 and 1927 freeing the property for the Bank of Hawaiʻi to build its new masonry 
structure opening in 1927. This photo shows the wood-framed building still on the TMK: (3) 4-5-
016: 010 property. Note, the Lawson’s Department Store hitching post in this later photo is made 
of metal pipes. 
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         PHOTOGRAPH: LAURA RUBY 

 
Today, the hitching post/safety railing carries on the tradition welcoming paniolo  
(cowboys/horseback riders) to the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. building. (2016) 
 

 
          UJIKI FAMILY COLLECTION 

 
The M.S. Botelho Building and Garage were built in 1927. This photo shows the former First 
Bank of Hilo, Ltd. and the Bank of Hawaiʻi, Ltd. wood-framed building in its new and current 
location on the Botelho property. Note: the Hilo-side of the building is without windows, which 
were added at a later time probably to improve air circulation and lighting. Note: there was no 
hitching post at the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. Building at this time. (n.d.) 
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         MORITA FAMILY COLLECTION 

 
Alex and Robert Morita stand in their family’s Hotel Honokaʻa Club property, with the First Bank 
of Hilo, Ltd. Buldiing in the background. Looking Waipiʻo: note there are no windows on the Hilo-
side of the building. (1936).  

 

 
YAMATO COLLECTION; NHRC 

 
A bike rider on nearly deserted Māmane Street. Looking Hilo: from left to right: Botelho Garage, 
Botelho Building, and First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. Note: there was no hitching post in this 1960s-
1970s photo.  
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 BERNI RUIS COLLECTION 

 
The First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. was one of the first to offer business loans in Honokaʻa, beginning in 
1910. First Bank eventually sold its loan portfolio to the Bank of Hawaiʻi and, in 1927 BOH 
planned a new concrete building. Manuel Botelho purchased the original structure and moved it 
to its current site. Tenants since the move have included the US Soil Conservation Service, Edith 
Fujimoto Dress Shop, and Miura Tailor Shop. (c. 1970s) 

 

 
                                     PHOTOGRAPH: DAVID FRANZEN; SHPD  
 

Though deep in shadows this photo shows “Miura’s” signage on the Waipiʻo-side window. 
Miura’s Quality Tailoring was one of the many businesses to inhabit this space. (c. 1980) 
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YAMATO COLLECTION; NHERC 

 
FILMING HONOKAA BOY. Based upon the book Honokaa Boy by Lee Yoshida and filmed on 
location in Honokaa in October 2008, this movie revolves around a love-scorned Japanese college 
student named Leo (played by Masaki Okada). Leo finds refuge in Honokaa working as a 
projectionist at the People’s Theatre. He meets an eccentric master chef named Bee (Chieko 
Baisho), an older woman with a zest for life. He also is attracted to a young woman named 
Mariah (Jun Hasegawa) who is already in an uneasy relationship with someone else. By gaining 
and losing love, through heartbreak, reconciliation, and loss, Leo comes to understand the true 
meanings of friendship and affection. This popular Japanese movie is regularly shown on flights 
between Japan and Hawaii. The First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. Building is seen in the background with 
the title “Natural Foods.”  
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Hawaiʻi Banking History 
 
The Civil Code of the Hawaiian Islands established banking practices on May 17, 1859.  

  
Prior to Territorial status, there were no banking establishments on Hawaiʻi Island. All 
transactions, including buying and selling goods and services, debt payments, and savings 
were restricted to the exchange or payment of specie. No checks or currency system 
existed. The plantations functioned as ad hoc banks allowing skilled plantation workers 
to build up their accounts on the plantation’s books that could then be drawn upon when 
necessary, though this method discouraged saving, as no interest accrued. Mercantile 
establishment activities resulted in the accumulation of large sums of coin, and these 
funds were transferred by express to Honolulu through agencies that represented all the 
banks in Hawaiʻi. Some people stored their savings in a “chimney place,” akin to today’s 
“hiding it under the mattress.” As plantations and other businesses grew, the use of specie 
proved unwieldy, and the transfer of that specie off island to Honolulu proved 
increasingly unsafe. (Cecil G. Tilton. The History of Banking in Hawaii, 1927) 

 
Between the 1830s and the opening of Bishop & Co. (later First Hawaiian Bank) in 1858, 
business transactions were conducted in a variety of ways; barter between merchants who based 
business dealings on trust and friendship, movement of specie via ship from one island to 
another, and letters relayed via a “friend’s friend” to name a few. These methods were subject to 
dishonesty, robbery, or the sinking of the ship carrying funds to another port. Without a 
Kingdom currency, businesses had to depend primarily on gold or sterling offered at a certain 
price payable on demand and merchants began to use “bills of exchange” which carried no 
monetary value in themselves, but were taken as valid promises to pay in cash or other goods. 
They could also be bought and sold at interest or to lock in the price of goods. Though more 
secure, this method still left little room for profit. (Tilton, 1927) 
 
The story of banking began in the whaling period in 1858 (Tilton, 1927). And at the end of the 
19th century, the Hawaiʻi sugar industry and its supporting industries of shipping and refining 
joined forces with banks in Hawaiʻi and entered into the burgeoning U.S. and emerging global 
markets. 
 
Banking History in Hāmākua 
 
Honokaʻa Town as the second largest town on Hawaiʻi Island suggests that there was a general 
need for banking in Hāmākua. Hilo, the largest town was distant, so bank branches allowed for 
Māmane Street business people to walk to and deposit receipts of the day. 
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 PHOTOGRAPHS: LAURA RUBY 

 
This safe from the Ujiki Store shows careful business practices. The Ujiki Store was established 
in 1915 and the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. would have been a welcome secure place for business 
receipts. This represented an advancement over savings placed in a “chimney place.” There were 
safes such as this one in businesses all up and down Māmane Street.  
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First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. History 
 
The First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. was the first bank to be established on the Island of Hawai’i (Tilton, 
p. 121), but it was not until 1910 that the Hāmākua Branch lease was signed and the bank was in 
operation. 
 
“Thrift means progress,” the bank officers “welcome small depositors,” and “Every man, woman 
or child should have a bank account of some size” are just some of the enticements to designed 
to encourage banking. They also reassured depositors that their accounts will be in “perfect 
safety.” 
 

     
 

Mar 29, 1910 Hilo Tribune advertisement, (p. 2 c 2), and Oct 3, 1911 Hilo Tribune 
advertisement ( p. 4, c 4) for the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. 
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Sept 16, 1913 Hilo Tribune advertisement. 
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1916 Financial Company advertisement (p. 1)  
 

 
 
February 25, 1918 Daily Post Herald advertisement (p.3 c5-6) 
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People’s Bank of Hilo, Ltd.  
 
The People’s Bank of Hilo, Ltd. was the second bank to be established on the Island of Hawai’i. 
It also had branches in Hāmākua, Kohala, Kau, and Kona. The People’s Bank was chartered in 
1916, and the branch referred to as Hāmākua branch and was located in Honokaʻa. It is not 
known which building it was located in but the one extant photograph suggests that it might be 
the Sakata Building or another single-story Māmane Street frontage Waipi’o of Lehua Street.  
 

 
SAILING FOR THE SUN—THE CHINESE IN HAWAII 1789-1989 

 
This photo would be dated some time between 1916 and 1922. The kanji sign to the left of the 
doorway says Jinmin (people) Ginkou (bank [not very clear]) Ha-ma-ku-a (in katakana) Shiten 
(branch), mirroring the painted lettering “People’s Bank–Hāmākua Branch” on the window to the 
right. 
 

Sailing for the Sun asserted that the People’s Bank was “an early Chinese banking venture in 
Hāmākua” (p.83), though the branch’s storefront sign to the left of the doorway in the photo 
above is written in both kanji and katakana indicating that it catered to Japanese Americans, and 
its officers of the bank were European Americans. (Tilton, p. 142)  
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The advertisement from the January-June 1921 Bankers Magazine Vol. CII p. xviii reassures 
those unfamiliar with the banking business that the People’s Bank would give good service for 
mainland transactions. 
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The People’s Bank ended abruptly in 1922:  
 
“The Security Trust Company, in addition to its involvement with the Halaulani Place 
tract, was involved with a number of other real estate development projects, having 
acquired and sold lots in Keawehane, the Wailaa Heights tract, Wailoa Heights, Waiakea, 
and Puueo, all of which are in Hilo. The trust company was closely linked with the 
People’s Bank, with both organizations sharing many of the same directors and officers.  
In addition, the Securities Trading Company also had close dealings with the Security 
Trust Company, handling the acquisition and sale of stocks and securities.  The People’s 
Bank ran into fiscal difficulties in 1921 when the stock market, as well as sugar prices, 
dropped dramatically.  The bank withstood a September 1921 run by its customers, but a 
second run on February 18, 1922, led to the closing of the bank. On Monday, February 
20, 1922, the courts named the Waterhouse Trust Company, which had advanced the 
People’s Bank $250,000 to keep it afloat following the September run, as receiver for 
both the bank and the Security Trust Company. An investigation prompted by the failure 
of these financial organizations led to the conviction of their vice president, H.A. 
Truslow, for embezzlement. The Waterhouse Trust sold the Security Trust company’s 
assets at auction in May 1922, including four lots on Halaulani Place.” (Halaulani 
Multiple Property Nomination; SHPD p. 2)  

 

 
 

This front page headline April, 1922 Sacramento Union announced the demise of People’s Bank 
of Hilo.  
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Conclusion: 
 
First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. building is eligible for the Hawaiʻi and National Registers of Historic 
Places at the Local Level under Criteria A (History/Events) and C (Architecture) due to its 
significance as a small town bank branch and its period architecture. 
 
The First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. building is eligible at the local level for Criterion A. The building is 
locally significant under National Register Criteria A and C in the areas of Commerce, and 
Architecture. The bank was established at its earliest location in 1910 in a wood-framed building. 
The First Bank of Hilo, Ltd.–Hāmākua Branch is a significant reflection of the commercial 
development of Honoka'a as an important, early twentieth-century trade center for the local 
(sugar) plantation workers, cattle ranchers, and coffee growers and store owners as an illustration 
of the efforts of immigrants through a banking institution to make a place for themselves in the 
local island economy. The First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. commercial function did not change, but 
underwent a seamless transition when it merged with Bank of Hawaiʻi; nor did its building 
structure change when it was moved up the street to its current Botelho property location.  
 
The building's simple yet commanding presence on Honoka'a's main street established First Bank 
of Hilo, Ltd. as an important focal point for local commerce. [The property meets the 
Registration Requirements established in the MPS cover document for the Commercial Building 
property type.] The First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. building is eligible at the local level for Criterion C 
as a good example of adaptive reuse for this commercial plantation-style architecture. This small 
town main street commercial building is typical of its period.  
 
Banking activities occupied the whole of the building from 1910 to 1927. On the basis of this, 
the wood-framed false-front single-story plantation-style Territorial Era First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. 
building in Honokaʻa exhibits exemplary craftsmanship in its use of materials, method of 
construction, design, and feeling; and is typical of buildings constructed in a rural community on 
the island of Hawaiʻi during the early twentieth century. 



 
 
United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
First Bank of Hilo, Ltd.  Hawai’i Hawai’i 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

Section 9 to end  page 38 
 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Major Bibliographical References  
 

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)      
 

Bankers Magazine. Vol 104. 1922.  Bradford-Rhoades & Company, Publishers. 
Beechert, Alice M., Edward D. Beechert. A Man Must Stand Up: The Autobiography of a Gentle 

Activist. Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 1993. (John Reinecke autobiography). 
Beechert, Edward D. “Patterns of Resistance and Social Relations of Production in Hawaii.” and 

“Basic Pay Scales for Honokaa Sugar Co.: 1876-1900,” Sugar Plantation Workers: 
Resistance and Accommodation. Brij V. Lal, Doug Munro, and Edward Beechert, editors. 
Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 1985. 

Bishop, Hunter. “Page of Honokaa history turns.” Hawaii Tribune-Herald November 28, 2002. 
Pp 19-20. 

Boyle, L. Curtis website. Thomas Boyle Family tree–and side branches Family Group Record for 
Francis Robert Hill Fraser and Jean Evelyn 
Pritchard:http://www.lcurtisboyle.com/boylephotos/fulltree/f006054.htm 

[TMK (3) 4-5-016: 010 Property] 
Bureau of Conveyances (Kingdom of Hawaiʻi) Grant Book n.d. 
 Bureau of Conveyances (Kingdom of Hawaiʻi), Land Commission Award, Book 4, p. 618. 

November 8, 1857. 
Bureau of Conveyances (Kingdom of Hawaiʻi), Deed, Liber 53, p. 125.  November 10, 1877. 
Bureau of Conveyances (Territory of Hawaiʻi), Deed, Liber 287, p. 208.  January 25, 1907. 
Bureau of Conveyances (Territory of Hawaiʻi), Lease, Liber 343, p. 163.  November 26, 1910. 
Bureau of Conveyances (Territory of Hawaiʻi), Lease, Extension, Liber 648, p. 348.  November 

8, 1922. 
Bureau of Conveyances (Territory of Hawaiʻi), Deed, Liber 662, pp 299-312.  December 22, 

1922. 
Bureau of Conveyances (Territory of Hawaiʻi), Deed, Liber 837, p. 462.  August 25, 1926. 

[Botelho Property] 
Bureau of Conveyances (Kingdom of Hawaiʻi) Grant Book 5, p. 59. February 19, 1858. 
Bureau of Conveyances (Kingdom of Hawaiʻi) Liber 154, p. 188. June 10, 1895. 
Bureau of Conveyances (Territory of Hawaiʻi) Deed, Liber 326, p. 290. February 15, 1910. 
Bureau of Conveyances (Territory of Hawaiʻi) Deed, Liber 409, p. 468. December 12, 1914. 
Bureau of Conveyances (Territory of Hawaiʻi) Deed, Liber 485, p. 9. September 24, 1917. 

Bureau of Conveyances (Territory of Hawaiʻi) Deed, Liber 558, p. 351. February 16, 1921. 
Bureau of Conveyances (Territory of Hawaiʻi) Warranty Deed, Liber 585, p. 72-73. December 17, 

1921. 
Bureau of Conveyances (Territory of Hawaiʻi) Mortgage, Liber 826, p. 175. April 16, 1926. 
Bureau of Conveyances (Territory of Hawaiʻi) Warranty Deed, Liber 585, p 74-75. December 17, 

1921. 



 
 
United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
First Bank of Hilo, Ltd.  Hawai’i Hawai’i 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

Section 9 to end  page 39 
 

 
 
Bureau of Conveyances (Territory of Hawaiʻi) Probate, Liber 2472, p. 271.  March 20, 1952. (on 

Botelho property) 
Bureau of Conveyances (Territory of Hawaiʻi) Inherits, Liber 2672, p.273.  February 13, 1953. (on 

Botelho property) 
Bureau of Conveyances (State of Hawaiʻi) Lease, Liber 5617, P. 110.  February 23, 1967. (on 

Botelho property) 
Bureau of Conveyances (State of Hawaiʻi) Letter, December 13, 1976. (on Botelho property) 
Bureau of Conveyances (State of Hawaiʻi) Deed, Liber 131834, p. 245. October 2, 1978. (on 

Botelho property) 
Chinen, Jon. The Great Mahele–Hawaiʻi’s Land Division of 1848. Honolulu: University of 

Hawaiʻi Press, 1958. 
Civil Laws of the Hawaiian Islands, 1897, The. Compiled from the Civil Code of 1859 and the 
Session Laws of 1860 to 1896 Inclusive. Honolulu, Hawaiian Gazette Print, 1897. Compiled by 
Sidney Miller Ballou. 
Cordy, Ross. A Regional Synthesis of Hāmākua District Island of Hawaiʻi. Honolulu: Historic 
Division, Department of Land and Natural Resources, State of Hawaiʻi. 1994. 

City Directory, Island of Hawaii-1903. pg. 410 (U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989 
[database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA) 

City Directory, Island of Hawaii-1907. pg. 632 
City Directory, Island of Hawaii-1908. pg. 584 
City Directory, Island of Hawaii-1912. pg. 770 
City Directory, Island of Hawaii-1913. pg. 1229 
City Directory, Island of Hawaii-1912. pg. 87 
City Directory, Island of Hawaii-1916. pg. 1182 
City Directory, Island of Hawaii-1919. pg. 889 
City Directory, Island of Hawaii-1926. pg. 570 
City Directory, Island of Hawaii-1929. pg. 672 
City Directory, Island of Hawaii-1938. pg. 650 
County of Hawaii Real Property Tax Office. January 2, 2015.  
www.hawaiipropertytax.com 

Daily Pacific Commercial Advertiser. “Island Notes…Honokaa, February 9, 1884: n.p. February 12, 
1884: 2: 4. University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa Library Newspaper Morgue.  
Definition of escheatable www.thefreedictionary.com/escheatable 
Directory of the City of Honolulu and Island of Oahu. Directory Publishing Company. 518 Clay 

Street, San Francisco, California. 
Directory and Handbook of Honolulu and the Hawaiian Islands. F.M. Husted, Publisher. 530 

California Street, San Francisco, California. 
Directory and Handbook of the Kingdom of Hawaii, 1890. Edited by J.C. Lane. The Pacific 

Publishing Company, Oakland, California. 



 
 
United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
First Bank of Hilo, Ltd.  Hawai’i Hawai’i 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

Section 9 to end  page 40 
 

Directory of Honolulu and the Territory of Hawaii. Honolulu: Polk-Husted Directory Co. 1915, 
1920, 1924, 1925, 1930, 1934-1935, 1941-42. 

Dove, Charles V.E. “Title Map of the Lands of the Plantation, Survey and Map for the Honokaa 
Sugar Company,” 1904. Hawai‘i State Archives. (hgs map 2267). 

First Hawaiian Bank Timeline, https://www.fhb.com/history 
F.M. Husted’s Classified Business Directory of Honolulu and the Hawaiian Islands. Honolulu 

and Oahu first and other Islands following. Honolulu: F. M. Polk Co. Publisher. 
Frisbee, John L., Carol J. Galbreath, John R. Volz, Roger Holt, and Elizabeth Flack. Honokaa, 

Hawaii: Guidelines and Recommendations for a Mamane Street Historic District. 
Washington, D.C.: Preservation Press, National Trust for Historic Preservation, 1976.  

Franzen, David. Photograph. Hawaiʻi State Historic Preservation Division, c. 1980. 
Halaulani Multiple Property Nomination: SHPD, 2009, p. 2.  
Hāmākua Times. March 25, 2014. p 1, c2. 
Harunaga, Toshio. “Honoka‘a Town in 1940 Memory Map.” Unpublished Ms. Honoka‘a: 

Toshio Harunaga, 2011.     
Hawaii Consolidated Railway. “Map of Part of the Island of Hawaii, Showing the Lines of the 

Hawaii Consolidated Railway, November 1923.” Hilo: Hawaii Consolidated Railway, 
1923.  

Hawaiian Gazette. February 13, 1884: 10: 1.  
Herrick, Clay. Trust Companies and Their Organization, Growth and Management. Second 

Edition Revised and Enlarged. Bankers Publishing Company, New York. 1915. 
The Hawaiian Kingdom Statistical and Commercial Directory and Tourist Guide. Written and 

edited by George Bowser. George Bowser and Company, Publishers. 
Hilo Tribune. “The Presence in Hilo of T. Thomas Fortune…,” January 2, 1903: 4; 2.  
Hilo Tribune. “Plantation Men Are Complimented.” December 12, 1911: 6: 2-3. 
Hilo Tribune. December 11,1903: 6.  
Hilo Tribune. December 12, 1911: 1: 2;  
Hilo Tribune-Herald. December 5, 1902: 4: 1.  
Hilo Tribune-Herald, August 19, 1927, page 3, columns 3-4     
Hilo Tribune-Herald. “Hamakua District Booster Edition,” October 14, 1927: University of 

Hawaiʻi Libraries Newspaper Morgue.  
Hilo Tribune-Herald, November 21, 1927, page 3, column 1 
Hilo Tribune-Herald. “Honokaa, A Town of Old Buildings,” October 18, 1973: 1: 1-4.  
Hilo Tribune-Herald. “Awong Store, Not Just a Building,” October 18, 1973: 1: 6-9.  
Hilo Tribune-Herald. “Manuel S. Botelho Former Big Island Magistrate Dies.”  n.d. 
Hilo Tribune-Herald. “National Trust Offers Honokaa Historic Preservation Proposal,” August 

1-7, 1976:17-18.  
Hilo Tribune-Herald. “Plans Studied for Māmane Street District,” August 8-14, 1976: 3-4.  
Hilo Tribune-Herald. “Honokaʻa Turned Around…Looking Good.” Hawaiʻi Tribune-Herald. 

November 8, 1981.  
Honolulu Star-Bulletin, September 2, 1916, page 4. 
Husted’s Classified Business Directory of Honolulu and the Hawaiian Islands.  Honolulu and 

Oahu first and other Islands following.  Honolulu: F. M. Polk Co. Publisher. 



 
 
United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
First Bank of Hilo, Ltd.  Hawai’i Hawai’i 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

Section 9 to end  page 41 
 

Leaf, Walter (revised by Ernest Sykes) 1926 Banking. Thorton Butterworth Ltd, London. 
Leonard, John William, Editor. Who’s Who in Finance and Banking; A biographical Dictionary 

of Contemporaries, 1920-1922. Copyright 1911 by Who’s Who in Finance Incorporated, 
Joseph & Sefton, Brooklyn, New York, NY: Press Rex Printing Houser, Philadelphia, Pa. 
1922. 

Lum, Arlene, editor. Sailing for the Sun: The Chinese in Hawaii 1789-1989. Honolulu: Three 
Heroes Publishers, 1988. 

Maly, Kepa and Onaona Maly. “Kukuihaele-Kanahonua Vicinity, Hāmākua.” Lāna‘i City: Kumu 
Pono & Okimoto, Ken. Exploring the Hāmākua Coast: A Pictorial Guide to the 
Plantation Era. Honolulu: Watermark Publishing, 2002, 2005.     

Mason David L. From Building and Loans to Bailout; The History of the American Savings and 
Loan Industry, 1831 to 1995. Cambridge University Press, New York. 2004. 

McCain, Eugene and Tom Quinlan. “Honokaa Sugar Company Manager’s House (1911).” 
Hawai‘i Register of Historic Places. Hawi: Historic Properties Services, 1996.       

McKenney’s Hawaiian Directory including a City Directory of Honolulu, and Handbook of the 
Kingdom of Hawaii. Edited by Frederick Bagat. L. M. McKenney and Company, 
Publishers. 518 Clay Street, San Francisco. 

Naughton, Momi. “Timeline on Businesses and Infrastructure [Honoka‘a].” Unpublished MS. 
Honoka‘a: North Hawai‘i Education & Research Center (NHERC) Heritage Center, 
2013.  

Nellist, George F. (ed.) The Builders of Hawaii, with which is Incorporated Volume III Men of 
Hawaii. An historical outline of Hawaii with biographical sketches of its men of note and 
substantial achievement, past and present, who have contributed to the progress of the 
Territory.  Published by Honolulu Star Bulletin, Ltd. Territory of Hawaii. 1925. 

Newton, L.C (editor). Who’s Who on the Island of Hawaii: A Biographical and Statistical 
Record: 1939–the Men and Women on the Island of Hawaii, Territory of the United 
States. Vol. 1.  Published by John A Lee, Hilo Hawaii. 

Olival, Thelma B. “A Town of Old Buildings, Hawaii Tribune Herald, October 18, 1973. 
Olival, Cindi. “Hāmākua Happenings.” Hawaiʻi Tribune-Herald. July 3, 1978; 
Olival, Cindi. “Hāmākua Happenings.” Hawaiʻi Tribune-Herald. October 2, 1978. 
Pacific Commercial Advertiser. February 12, 1884: 2: 4.  
Pacific Commercial Advertiser. June 27, 1893: 3: 3.  
Pacific Commercial Advertiser. June 29, 1893: 2: 3.  
Pacific Commercial Advertiser. July 24, 1895: 6: 1.  
Pacific Commercial Advertiser, October 4, 1899. 
Pacific Commercial Advertiser. January 5, 1903: 3: 2.  
Pacific Commercial Advertiser. November 14, 1904: 8: 4. 
Paiva, Eric. “Honoka‘a Town in 1950 Memory Map, Sheets 1-5.” Unpublished Ms. Honoka‘a: 

Eric Paiva, n.d.  
Polk Husted Directory of Honolulu and the Territory, p. 530, 1924. 
Polk-Husted Directory Company. Directory of Honolulu and the Territory of Hawaii. Honolulu: 

Polk-Husted Directory Company, 1915, 1920, 1925, 1930, 1930-1931, 1934-1935,1935-
1936, 1938-1939, 1939-1940, 1941-42. 



 
 
United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
First Bank of Hilo, Ltd.  Hawai’i Hawai’i 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

Section 9 to end  page 42 
 

Pukui, Mary Kawena, Samuel E. Elbert, & Esther T. Mookini. Place Names of Hawaiʻi. 
Honolulu: University of Hawaiʻi Press. 1976. 

Real Estate Data, Inc. (REDI), “[Map] 33, 3rd Tax Division” and aerial photograph. REDI, 1971, 
1974, 1978.    

Sacramento Union. “Three Indicted for Hilo Bank Failure, Hilo T. H.” Issue 25,951, Vol 225, 
April 4, 1922, no page number, c.6). 

Sanborn Map Company. Sanborn Map Company. “Honokaa, Hawaii County, Hawaii.” Teaneck, 
New Jersey: Sanborn Map Company, 1914. 

Sanborn Map Company. Sanborn Map Company. 1914 map revised 1955. “Honokaa, Hawaii 
County, Hawaii.” Teaneck, New Jersey: Sanborn Map Company, 1955. 

Sanborn Map Company. Sanborn Map Company. “Honokaa Sugar Co. Sugar Mill.” Teaneck, 
New Jersey: Sanborn Map Company, 1919.  

Siddall, John (ed.) Men of Hawaii: a biographical reference library complete and authentic of the 
men of note and substantial Achievement in the Hawaiian Islands. Vol. 1-5. Honolulu: 
Honolulu Star Bulletin. 1917. 

Solamillo, Stanley. “Plantation Vernacular Architecture.” Honolulu, HI: unpublished paper. 
2014. 

Spokesman Review, The. “Indict Hawaiian Bank Officials. Three Held in Connection with First 
Failure in History of Islands. Return 12 Indictments.” Spokane, Washington. April 4, 
1922, p 3, c. 4. 

Subica, Wayne. Volume III Hawaii–“Big Island’s Moms & Pops Before Wal–Marts & K–Marts 
Hilo, HI”: Memories of Hawaii–Big Island, LLC, 2010. 

Takai, Atsuchi. “Honokaa.” Japanese census thematic map. In Hawai Ichiran (A Glance at 
Hawaii). Honolulu: Motoshige Shinjudo, 1914.   

Telephony. “Pioneer Telephone Man of Hawaii,” 1912. Photograph of a newly constructed 
telephone exchange building at Honoka‘a Village, January 20, 1912: 87. Vol. 62, No. 
387. May 25, 1912: 650.  

Tilton, Cecil G. The History of Banking in Hawaii. Publication 3. Honolulu: University of 
Hawaii. June 30, 1927. 

Tomich, P. Quentin Perspectives on Hāmākua History. Honokaʻa, Hawaiʻi: P. Quentin Tomich, 
2008. 

Williamson, A.J. “Plan of the North Western Part of Hamakua, Hawaii Showing Honokaa and 
Pacific Sugar Mill Plantations and the Hamakua Upper and Lower Ditches.” Government 
Survey Registered Map No. 2640. Hilo: A.J. Williamson, C.E., May, 1909.      

  



 
 
United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
First Bank of Hilo, Ltd.  Hawai’i Hawai’i 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

Section 9 to end  page 43 
 

 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
 
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  
__X_State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
__X_Local government 
__X_University of Hawai’i 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ________________ 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
8. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property __1.051607 acres or 45,808 square feet–this is the acreage for the 
whole property, though this nomination is for one building on parcel 4 (4,998 square feet) at 
this time  
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Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 
2. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 
3. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 
4. Latitude:   Longitude: 
 
 
 
Or  
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
 

1. Zone: 5Q Easting: 242133.17   Northing: 2222089.04  
 

2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 
 

3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 
 

4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 
  
 
 

 
 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
The property is a parallelogram with the smaller sides to the north and south. It is comprised 
of parcels 1, 2, 3, 4, 13, 14, 15, and 16 of the Spencer Tract, now listed on State and County 
records as Tax Map Key (3) 4-5-006: 014. 
 
 
 

 X 
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Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 
The building sits on property recorded as 45,808 feet, but specifically on parcel 4 where it was 
relocated by 1927. The present designation is on the 1935 Tax Map Key (3) 4-5-006: 014 map. 
 

 
Tax Map Key number (3) 4-5-006: 014 (parcel 4) 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title: ____Ross W. Stephenson, PhD and Laura Ruby, MA and MFA 
organization: _Historic Honokaʻa Project_______________________________________ 
street & number: __38 South Judd Street, Unit 24B_______________________________ 
city or town:  Honolulu______________state: Hawaiʻi____________ zip code:_96817__ 
e-mail_rwylands808@aol.com_________________________ 
telephone:_(808) 679-9060-cell________________________ 
date:_October 15, 2016________________________________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 
    

•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
  
MAPS 

 
First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. Building Property Map Table 
1 Ca.1906 Island of Hawaiʻi map: Honokaʻa area of significance demarked by 

the red rectangle—Walter E. Wall, Surveyor. 
2 1995 USGS Honokaa Quad Honokaa Quad showing Honokaʻa Town on 

the Hāmākua Coast of the Island of Hawaiʻi. 
3 1995 USGS Honokaʻa Quad showing the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd./Old 

Bank of Hawaiʻi building in its current location on the M.S. Botelho 
property. 

4 2014 Honokaʻa street map demarking the current First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. 
building on the M.S. Botelho property. 

5 1995 USGS Honokaʻa Quad map showing Honokaʻa Town in Haina 
Ahupuaʻa on the Hāmākua Coast of the Island of Hawaiʻi with the 
approximate location of the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd./Old Bank of 
Hawaiʻi building on the M.S. Botelho property demarked in red. 

6 1879 Historic Reg0335 HGS map showing the approximate location of 
the original First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. in LCA 7851 Kawi demarked 
in green. The building location was in Haina, Hāmākua. 

7 1904 Historic Honokaʻa area map (Reg2267WIDE)–Charles Dove C.E. 
with the approximate original location of the First Bank of Hilo, 
Ltd. building demarked in green. The building was later moved to 
the M.S. Botelho property and its approximate location is demarked 
in red. 
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8 1914 Historic Honokaʻa Town Sanborn Fire Insurance map with the 1910 
First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. Building in its earliest original location 
outlined in green. 

9 1914 Historic Honokaʻa Town Sanborn Fire Insurance map with 1955 
updates showing the relocated site of the earlier original First Bank 
of Hilo, Ltd. building on the M.S. Botelho property demarked in 
green and red. The new 1927 concrete Bank of Hawaiʻi building on 
the original bank site is demarked in blue. 

10 1932 (3) 4-5 Tax Map showing the whole Historic Honokaʻa Town with 
the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. in green color. 

11 1935 4-5-: 006 014 County tax map showing First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. site 
(parcel 4) depicted in green color and located in the tan-colored 
Botelho property. (This map also locates the Spencer Tract.).  

12 2012 Composite Historic Honokaʻa Town Map (Sheet 4) created by Eric 
Paiva demarking the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd./Old Bank of Hawaiʻi 
building in red outline. 

13 2016 Historic Honokaʻa Town building map showing the First Bank of 
Hilo, Ltd./Old Bank of Hawaiʻi building in contrasting green color. 
 

14 2015 Honokaʻa, HI 96727—First Bank of Hilo, Ltd./Old Bank of Hawaiʻi 
building on Google Map outlined in red. 
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1. Ca.1906 Island of Hawaiʻi map: Honokaʻa area of significance demarked by the red 
rectangle—Walter E. Wall, Surveyor. 
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2. 1995 USGS Honokaʻa Quad Honokaa Quad showing Honokaʻa Town on the Hāmākua Coast 
of the Island of Hawaiʻi 
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3. 1995 USGS Honokaʻa Quad showing the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd./Old Bank of Hawaiʻi 
building in its current location on the M.S. Botelho property. 
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4. 2014 Honokaʻa street map demarking the current First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. building on the M.S. 
Botelho property. 
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5. 1995 USGS Honokaʻa Quad map showing Honokaʻa Town in Haina Ahupuaʻa on the 
Hāmākua Coast of the Island of Hawaiʻi with the approximate location of the First Bank of Hilo, 
Ltd./Old Bank of Hawaiʻi building on the M.S. Botelho property demarked in red. 
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6. 1879 Historic Reg0335 HGS map showing the approximate location of the earlier original 
First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. in LCA 7851 Kawi demarked in green. The building location was in 
Haina, Hāmākua. 
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7. 1904 Historic Honokaʻa area map (Reg2267WIDE)–Charles Dove C.E. with the approximate 
original location of the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. Building demarked in green. The building was 
later moved to the M.S. Botelho property and its approximate location is demarked in red. 
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8. 1914 Historic Honokaʻa Town Sanborn Fire Insurance map with the 1910 First Bank of Hilo, 
Ltd. building in its earliest original location outlined in green. 
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9. 1914 Historic Honokaʻa Town Sanborn Fire Insurance map with 1955 updates showing the 
relocated site of the earlier original First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. building on the M.S. Botelho 
property demarked in green and red. The new 1927 concrete Bank of Hawaiʻi building on the 
original bank site is demarked in blue. 
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10. 1932 (3) 4-5 Tax Map showing the whole Historic Honokaʻa Town with the First Bank of 
Hilo, Ltd. in the green color (on the tan-colored M.S. Botelho property). 
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11. 1935 4-5-: 006 014 County tax map showing First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. site (parcel 4) depicted 
in green color and located in the tan-colored Botelho property. (This map also locates the 
Spencer Tract.) 
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12. 2012 Composite Historic Honokaʻa Town Map (Sheet 4) created by Eric Paiva demarking 
the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd./Old Bank of Hawaiʻi building in red. 
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13. 2016 Historic Honokaʻa Town building map showing the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd./Old Bank 
of Hawaiʻi building in contrasting green color. 
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14. 2015 Honokaʻa, HI 96727—First Bank of Hilo, Ltd./Old Bank of Hawaiʻi building on 
Google Map outlined in red. 
 

 
 

Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph. 
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Photo Sketch 
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Photo Log 
 
Name of Property: First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. 
 
City or Vicinity: Honokaʻa 
 
County: Hawaiʻi State: HI 
 
Photographers: Laura Ruby, Carol Stephenson, Ross W. Stephenson 
 
Dates Photographed: 2013–2016 
 
Location of Original Digital Files:  Ross W. Stephenson 

38 Judd Street, 24B, 
Honolulu HI 96817 
Job# Historic and Architectural Resources of 

Honokaʻa 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
 
Photo #1 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0001) 
Māmane Street façade, (mauka side), camera facing north-northeast 

Photographer: Carol Stephenson 
 
1 of 12. 
 
 
Photo #2 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0002) 
Māmane Street façade, (mauka and Waipiʻo sides), camera facing northeast 

Photographer: Laura Ruby 
 
2 of 12. 
 
 
Photo #3 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0003) 
Exterior detail: Māmane-Waipiʻo corner: parapet and under the pedestrian awning, camera 
facing northeast 

Photographer: Laura Ruby 
 
3 of 12. 
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Photo #4 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0004)  
Māmane Street façade, (mauka and Hilo sides) (M.S. Botelho Building and Garage sharing 
the Botelho property to the Waipiʻo side), camera facing north-northwest 

Photographer: Ross W. Stephenson 
 
4 of 12. 
 
 
Photo #5 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0005) 
Exterior detail: makai side Māmane Street façade hitching post, camera facing north-
northwest 

Photographer: Laura Ruby 
 
5 of 12. 
 
 
Photo #6 (HI_Hawaiʻi County First Bank of Hilo Ltd_0006) 
Hilo side façade, camera facing south-southwest 
 Photographer: Laura Ruby 
 
6 of 12. 
 
 
Photo #7 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0007) 
Exterior detail: Māmane-Hilo corner, camera facing north-northwest 

Photographer: Ross W. Stephenson 
 
7 of 12. 
 
 
Photo #8 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0008) 
Makai rear façade showing Hilo-side stairs, camera facing south-southwest 

Photographer: Laura Ruby 
 
8 of 12. 
 
 
Photo #9 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0009) 
Makai rear façade showing Waipiʻo side, camera facing south-southwest 

Photographer: Laura Ruby 
 
9 of 12. 
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Photo #10 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0010) 
Exterior detail: Makai rear façade-understory, camera facing south-southeast 

Photographer: Laura Ruby 
 
10 of 12. 
 
 
Photo #11 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0011) 
Interior detail: commercial space, camera facing north north-west 

Photographer: Laura Ruby 
 
11 of 12. 
 
 
Photo #12 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0012) 
Interior detail: commercial space, camera facing south 

Photographer: Laura Ruby 
 
12 of 12. 
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Photo Log 
 
Name of Property: First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. 
 
City or Vicinity: Honokaʻa 
 
County: Hawaiʻi State: HI 
 
Photographers: Laura Ruby, Carol Stephenson, Ross W. Stephenson 
 
Dates Photographed: 2013–2016 
 
Location of Original Digital Files:  Ross W. Stephenson 

38 Judd Street, 24B, 
Honolulu HI 96817 
Job# Historic and Architectural Resources of 

Honokaʻa 
 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
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Photo #1 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0001) 
Māmane Street façade, (mauka side), camera facing north-northeast 

Photographer: Carol Stephenson 
 
1 of 12. 
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Photo #2 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0002) 
Māmane Street façade, (mauka and Waipiʻo sides), camera facing northeast 

Photographer: Laura Ruby 
 
2 of 12. 
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Photo #3 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0003) 
Exterior detail: Māmane-Waipiʻo corner: parapet and under the pedestrian awning, camera 
facing northeast 

Photographer: Laura Ruby 
 
3 of 12. 
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Photo #4 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0004)  
Māmane Street façade, (mauka and Hilo sides) (M.S. Botelho Building and Garage sharing 
the Botelho property to the Waipiʻo side–forthcoming nomination for the State and National 
Historic Registers), camera facing north-northwest 

Photographer: Ross W. Stephenson 
 
4 of 12. 
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Photo #5 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0005) 
Exterior detail: mauka side Māmane Street façade hitching post, camera facing north-
northwest 

Photographer: Laura Ruby 
 
5 of 12. 
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Photo #6 (HI_Hawaiʻi County First Bank of Hilo Ltd_0006 
Hilo side façade, camera facing south-southwest 
 Photographer: Laura Ruby 
 
6 of 12. 
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Photo #7 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0007) 
Exterior detail: Māmane-Hilo corner, camera facing north-northwest 

Photographer: Ross W. Stephenson 
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Photo #8 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0008) 
Makai rear façade showing Hilo-side stairs, camera facing south-southwest 

Photographer: Laura Ruby 
 
8 of 12. 
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Photo #9 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0009) 
Makai rear façade showing Waipiʻo side, camera facing south-southwest 

Photographer: Laura Ruby 
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Photo #10 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0010) 
Exterior detail: Makai rear façade-understory, camera facing south-southeast 

Photographer: Laura Ruby 
 
10 of 12. 
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Photo #11 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0011) 
Interior detail: commercial space, camera facing north north-west 

Photographer: Laura Ruby 
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Photo #12 (HI_HawaiʻiCounty_First Bank of Hilo Ltd._0012) 
Interior detail: commercial space, camera facing south 

Photographer: Laura Ruby 
 
12 of 12. 
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ADDENDUM A 
FIRST BANK OF HILO, LTD. TIMELINE 
 

• TMK 4-5-016: 010 (original property location of First Bank of Hilo, Ltd.) 
• TMK 4-5-06: 014 parcel 4 (current location of First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. wood-framed 

building)  
 
1857–LCA 7851 and Royal Patent Grant 7039 from Kamehameha IV to Kawi (also spelled 
Kaiwi) 11.25 acres. 
 
1877–The entire LCA 7851 Grant 7039 to Samuel Parker from Kahala, Kauakaha, P. 
Kaihelemoku, and Kauakaha, and Keawekunahala, and Kauakaha. 
 
1878–Manuel Silva Botelho born in Acares, Azores, Portugal immigrated to Hawaiʻi with his 
parents Joaquin J.S. and Mary (Fragoso de Mello) Botelho in 1882. 
 
1899–Bank of Hawaiʻi established in Honolulu.  
 
1901– First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. incorporated. Its charter states 1901. H.A. McDonald was its first 
manager. 
 
1907–Deed from Samuel Parker to John Tamatoa Baker. 
 
1909–M.S. Botelho appointed second district magistrate of Hāmākua, and first district magistrate 
in 1927, and served until 1949. 
 
1910–Lease from John T. Baker to the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd.: For a term of 5 years. The First 
Bank of Hilo, Ltd. operated for 22 years with four branch offices in Honokaʻa, Kohala, Kona, 
and Kau. The Hamakua (Honokaʻa) branch was established on June 30, 1910 in the wood-
framed building. 
 
1910–M.S. Botelho established the Botelho Garage in a downtown location. 
 
1912–Frank R. Frasier second manager of the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. 
 
1916–People’s Bank of Hilo, Ltd. chartered. The Hamakua Branch in Honokaʻa established soon 
after.  
 
1921–warranty deed for two parts of property previously owned by Alice K. Spencer and Samuel 
M. Spencer (signed in 1920) to M.S. Botelho (TMK 4-5-06: 014 parcel 4). This prepared the way 
for the relocation of the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. wood-framed building to its current location. 
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1921–John T. Baker died September 7, 1921 at the age of 69 (The Friend, page 205, column 3. 
September 1921).  
 
1922–People’s Bank of Hilo, Ltd. closed February 20. 
 
1922–Ten-year lease extension to the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. in the wood-framed building on 
what became TMK 4-5-016: 010. 
 
1922–First Bank of Hilo Ltd. (wood-framed building) merged with Bank of Hawaiʻi, December 1. 
 
1922–Assignment of First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. mortgage assets to Bank of Hawaiʻi, December 22. 
 
1927c.– M.S. Botelho bought the wood-framed building and moved it to the Botelho property 
TMK; 4-5-6: 014 parcel 4 making way for the new Bank of Hawai’i concrete building on TMK 
4-5-016: 010. 
 
1927c. forward–The building had many tenants. First it became Judge Botelho’s law office and 
later residences, Miura Tailor Shop (1951-1970), Hiroshi Tanaka Tailor Shop, Soil 
Conservation, University of Hawaiʻi Extension Services, 4H meetings, Hamakua Sports Bar, The 
Landing (2014-present) among others. 
 
1952–M.S. Botelho died. 
 
2016–The building functions today as a bar-restaurant with karaoke. 
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ADDENDUM B 
FIRST BANK OF HILO, Ltd. PROPERTY TRANSFERS TABLE 
 
TMK: 4-5-016: 010:  First Bank of Hilo, Ltd, Building 
(LCA 7831/45-3568 Māmane Street) 
 

DATE LIBER TRANSACTION COST AREA DESCRIPTION 
11/8/1857 LCA Book 

4, p. 618 
Land Commission 
Award 

$2 11.25 
acres 

From Kamehameha IV to Kawi (also 
spelled Kaiwi): LCA 7851 and Royal 
Patent Grant 7039. 

11/10/1877 53/125 Deed $350 11.25 
acres 

To Samuel Parker from Kahala and 
Kauakaha, P. Kaihelemoku and 
Kauakaha and Keawekunahala and 
Kauakaha: Entire Grant 7039 and 
LCA. 

1/25/1907 287/208 Deed $5,000 11.25 
acres 

From Samuel Parker to John T. 
Baker. 

11/26/1910 343/163 Lease $150 per 
year 

11,250 
sq. ft. 

From John T. Baker to the First 
Bank of Hilo, Ltd.: For a term of 5 
years. 

11/8/1922 648/348 Lease Extension $150 per 
year 

11,250 
sq. ft. 

From the John T. Baker Estate to 
the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd.: 
Extension of the 1910 lease to 
January 1, 1932. 

12/22/1922 662/299-
312 

Assignment of 
Mortgage Assets 

$1 N/A From the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. to 
the Bank of Hawaiʻi. (Bank of 
Hawaiʻi, in existence since 1899, 
acquired the First Bank of Hilo, 
Ltd.–Hāmākua Branch) 

8/25/1926 837/462 Deed $6,000 11,238 
sq. ft. 

From the John T. Baker Estate to 
the Bank of Hawaiʻi. 
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TMK: 4-5-006: 014 parcel 4:  First Bank of Hilo, Ltd, Building on Botelho Property 
(Royal Patent Grant 2465/45-3490 Māmane Street)  
 

2/19/1858 Grant 
Book 5, p. 
59 

Deed $25 225 
acres 

From Kamehameha IV to Olepau, 
Kaiaokioki and Papaiki: R.P. 
Grant 2465 in Papaanui Ahupuaʻa. 

6/10/1895 154/188 Deed $1 190 
acres 

From Olepau (mother) to J. Aulike 
Paakiki (daughter): Portion of 
Grant 2465. 

†2/15/1910 326/290 Deed $3,000 190 
acres 

From J. Aulike Paakiki to Alice 
Spencer: Becomes the second 
section of the Spencer Tract. 

12/12/1916 409/468 Mortgage $500 ¼ acre From Alice Spencer to the First 
Trust Company Ltd. 

9/24/1917 485/9 Deed $600 4,998 
sq. ft. 

First Trust Company Ltd. Maile 
Lodge No. 4 Knights of Pythias: 
Lot 1 of the Spencer Tract. 

12/17/1920 585/72-73 Warranty Deed $1,000 9,998 
sq. ft.  

From Alice and Samuel Spencer to 
M.S. Botelho:  Lots 2 and 3 within 
the Spencer Tract 

¥12/17/1920 585/74-75 Warranty Deed $1,950 30,814 
sq. ft. 

From Alice Spencer and Samuel 
Spencer to M.S. Botelho: Lots 4 
and 13, 15 and 16 in the Spencer 
Tract. 

*2/16/1921 551/358 
 

Deed $600 4,998 
sq. ft. 

From the Maile Lodge No.4 
Knights of Pythias by trustees to 
M.S. Botelho: Lot 1 in the Spencer 
Tract 

4/16/1926 826/175 Mortgage $1 45,810 
sq. ft. 

From M.S. Botelho to Mary 
Botelho: Assignment of a mortgage 
of $8000 to Mary (wife) after 
release from Bank of Hawaiʻi. 

§3/20/1952 2472/271 Probate and 
Distribution 

N/A 45,810 
sq. ft. 

M.S. Botelho died on 3/20/1952: 
Lands entered his estate and there 
was a distribution and the property, 
and deeded to Mary (wife) and 
Thelma (daughter) in joint tenancy. 
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2/13/1953 2672/273 Deed–Inherits N/A 45,808 
sq. ft. 
minus 
2360 sq. 
ft. 

From Mary Botelho to Daughter 
Thelma Olival of Honolulu: Mary 
deeded all the property for the 
consideration of “$1 and love.” This 
included Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 13, 15, 16. 
Mary leased the 2360 sq. ft. of Botelho 
Lane to the State of Hawaiʻi for 1 year 
at $50 per month. 

2/23/1967 5617/110 Lease $50 
monthly 

Portion 
of the 
building 

From the Botelho Family to the 
Honokaʻa Police: Department: 
During construction of a new police 
department. It is unknown which office 
or portion of the building the 
department occupied during this lease. 

12/13/1976 Letter Ownership of 
Botelho Lane 

N/A 43,448 
plus 
2,360 
sq. ft. 

From D. J. Murray to Olival 
Estate: the State of Hawaiʻi does 
not acquire the lane and the footage 
was added back into the lot. 

10/2/1978 #131834/2
45 

Deed N/A 45,808 
sq. ft. 

From the Olival Estate to Botelho 
Properties Inc. 

 
†Paakiki later sues Alice and Samuel Spencer for tricking her into selling her acreage, instead of the 
life interest she had in the property, clearing the way for any later sale she might make to them. The 
Supreme Court upholds the sale. 
 
*Joaquin Botelho was one of the trustees of the Maile Lodge at the time of sale and is listed on the 
deed. 
 
¥ Lot 15 is a combination of Lots 14 and 15. 
 
§The square footage reflects all the properties owned by Botelho in Honokaʻa, not just the Botelho 
Building and Garage and the First Bank of Hilo, Ltd. Building parcels. 
 
#This is the entire combined lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 13, 14, 15, and 16. This included the walkway located in 
Lot 4 and Botelho Lane. Dropped by Hawaiʻi County in 1949 into new TMK: 4-5-6:14 from TMK: 4-
5-6: 31. 
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